 Министерство образования и науки Российской Федерации 

Федеральное агентство по образованию

Государственное образовательное учреждение

высшего профессионального образования

«Комсомольский-на-Амуре государственный технический университет»
Кафедра «Общий и профессиональный английский язык»

РОССИЯ: ЭКОНОМИКА, ПРОМЫШЛЕННОСТЬ, БИЗНЕС, КУЛЬТУРА

Методические указания по английскому языку

 для студентов 1 курса  всех специальностей

очной формы обучения
Комсомольск-на-Амуре 2011
Россия: экономика, промышленность, бизнес, культура: методические указания по английскому языку для студентов 1 курса всех специальностей очной формы обучения / сост.: Е.А. Игнатьева. – Комсомольск-на-Амуре : ГОУВПО «КнАГТУ», 2011. –  с.
Приведены тексты, охватывающие особенности экономики, бизнеса и культуры России в целом, а также отдельно города Комсомольска-на-Амуре. Четко структурированная структура упражнений обеспечивает совершенствование речевых навыков чтения, говорения и письма.
Печатается по постановлению редакционно-издательского совета ГОУВПО «Комсомольский-на-Амуре государственный технический университет».

Согласовано с патентно-информационным отделом. 

Рецензент Е.Ю. Першина 

Unit 1

RUSSIAN ECONOMY 
Topical vocabulary

economy - экономика 
economics – экономика, экономическая наука

economist - экономист 
corporation - корпорация
cutting edge – ведущий, передовой Syn. advanced/progressive/modern/up-to-date/world-beating/innovative/  Ant. out-of-date

factory - фабрика
government - правительство
growth - рост
leadership – руководство 

modernization – модернизация

plant - завод
recovery - восстановление
fiscal and monetary policy – финансово – бюджетная и валютная политика
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) –валовый внутренний продукт
labor force – рабочая сила
nuclear energy – ядерная энергия
outsourcing – аутсорсинг (передача стороннему подрядчику некоторых бизнес-функций или частей бизнес-процесса предприятия с целью повысить производительность)
raw materials - сырьё
refining - очистка
economic - экономический, относящийся к сфере экономики

economical – бережливый, экономный
(in)sufficient – (не)обоснованный
full-fledged - полноценный
rapid – скорый, стремительный
significant – значительный

qualitatively - качественно
to be (in)dependent on/upon – быть независимым
to boost  (growth and competitiveness) – поддерживать (рост и конкурентоспособность)  Syn. to stimulate, to intensify 

to economize - экономить 

to  expand – увеличивать, расширять
to involve - вовлекать
to launch (a project, a program) – начинать, запускать
to overestimate - преувеличивать
to outstrip – опережать, обгонять
to pay attention to – обращать внимание на
to plummet – падать  Syn. to fall/to go down

to undergo changes –переживать изменения
Lexical work
Task 1. 

Find in the text all the sentences (clauses) with the nouns in the word list, write them out, translate them and be ready to reproduce them from memory. Do the same with the verbs and adjectives.

Task 2.
Change the following phrases using adjectives economic or economical:

1.A practical wife. 2.Problems of economy. 3.A crisis in the field of economy. 4. To be careful in the spending of money. 5. Reforms in the field of economy. 6. A law regulating the sphere of economics. 7. A plan of the industrial development of the country. 8. A small car that doesn’t use too much fuel. 9. Geography that studies the location of industries, markets and transport. 
Task 3.
Fill in the gaps with the words economy, economics, economist, to economize, economic, economical.

1. An early definition of  ___________  was “an enquiry into the nature and causes of the wealth of nations”.

2.Inflation may cause a bad ___________ state in a country. 

3. The national __________ is the system of the management and use of resources of a country.
4. If you have a large family it’s more ____________ to travel by car than by train.

5. You can ____________ if you compare the prices of goods before buying them.

6. J.M. Keynes was a famous ___________.
Task 4.
Match the words with their definitions. Then choose three more words and write definitions for them. If necessary, make use of a dictionary.
	1. significant
	to value too highly 

	2. outsourcing
	to go down

	3. to overestimate
	important

	4. recovery
	material on which a particular manufacturing process is carried out

	5. to target
	the practice of using workers from outside a company 

	6. to depend on
	inadequate

	7. to plummet
	a group of people authorized by law to act as a legal personality and having its own powers, duties, and liabilities

	8. insufficient
	to aim

	9. corporation
	to be influenced by

	10. raw material
	restoration to a former or better condition 


Task 5.
Choose the odd man out

1. Advanced, out-of-date, modern, cutting-edge

2. Plant, factory, enterprise, economy

3. To fall, to boost, to stimulate, to intensify

4. To go down, to plummet, to outstrip, to fall
5. notable, significant, important, alternative
Task 6

Find pairs of words or word combinations, which form meaningful expressions and use them in the sentences of your own.
	software
	participant 

	to undergo
	a project

	to launch
	policy

	oil and gas 
	outsourcing 

	to stimulate
	of the economy

	an exporter 
	significant changes

	modernization 
	economic growth and competitiveness

	to become a full-fledged 
	of natural gas

	fiscal and monetary
	refining


Task 7
Paraphrase the sentences using the topical vocabulary instead of the underlined items.

1. Modern versions of Russian reactors with western instrument and control systems have been built at Tainwan in China.
2. Medvedev has put great emphasis on the creation of high-tech industries and innovative technologies.
3. As more countries turn to innovation and technology to intensify development of the economy President Medvedev is right in line. 
4.  It is difficult to modernize the economy dominated by commodities companies which  prefer to invest in themselves.

5. The world’s telecommunications sector grows faster than traditional economic sectors.  
6. The  Russian government  places great importance on the agricultural sector as in this country, unlike the high tech industrial nations in Western Europe, a great number of people are engaged in agriculture.

7. The Prime Minister announces the economic recuperation of the Russian economy. 

8. In the Russian law, there are sectors of the Economy which are considered to be crucial for national security and foreign companies are restricted from owing them.
Task 8.
Translate the sentences into English using active words and expressions.

1. В экономике России происходят серьёзные изменения.
2. Экономика России долгое время зависела от сырьевых ресурсов.
3. Финансово-бюджетная и валютная политика страны меняются в условиях кризиса.
4. Все ожидают экономического роста. 
5.Экономика России сильно пострадала в результате мирового экономического кризиса из-за падения цен на нефть.
6. Участвовать в различных международных проектах очень важно для экономики страны.

7. Внутренний валовый продукт страны во втором квартале 2009 года вырос на 7.5 %.

8. Страна становится полноправным участником  Информационной Революции.
Pre - reading tasks 

Task 1.
Decide what constitutes the economy of Russia. Complete this spiderdiagram.


[image: image1]
Task 2
 Describe the place of the Russian economy in the world using the phrases (ordinal numerals if they are necessary):

     a) The Russian economy is the … largest economy in the world by nominal value.

     b) The Russian economy is the … largest by purchasing power parity (PPP –платежеспособность страны).

     c)  Russia is the… in the world in sale of weapons.  
     d) Russia is the … largest exporter of natural gas and the … largest exporter of oil.

     e) Russia is also the world’s … largest steel exporter.

     f) Russia is the world’s … largest exporter of hard coal and contains coal reserves … only to the US. 

      g) Russia produced 63.0 million tons of wheat in 2008, or about 9% of the world's total production. However, Russia's capacity for agricultural production is considerably greater. If Russia were to achieve the production levels recorded in 1992 again, it would be in … place in grain production overall. Russia is also in the … place in potato production – accounting for about 11% of world production.
      h) Russia is currently the … largest gold producer in the world and is … on the list of the world’s largest gold reserves.
Task 3.
Read and translate the following international words and word combinations. Practice their pronunciation:

to modernize – modernizer – modernization, to innovate – innovator – innovation, industry – industrial, global – globally, central – centrally, to plan – planned, to integrate – integrated,  active (adj), to base – based, to formulate, energy efficiency, to export – exporter, pharmaceuticals, economic crisis, alternative, sphere, to double, situation, information products, to produce – producer – production, electricity, technology – technological, to operate – operator – operation, international projects, to stimulate.

Reading

Read and translate the text.
Text
Modernization of the Russian economy

I stake my reputation on creating a crop of young innovators that will

keep the country’s economic engine humming.

D. A. Medvedev, President of the Russian Federation

While the Soviet economy was developing under Communist ideas for 75 years. capitalism in other countries modernized agriculture and industry allowing to create service-oriented economies that outstripped the Soviet state. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union Russia has undergone significant changes moving from a globally-isolated, centrally planned economy to a more market-based and globally-integrated economy. But to boost growth and competitiveness it needs active introduction of innovation. The President of the country has formulated top five priorities for Russian economy’s modernization: energy efficiency, nuclear energy, information products both ground and space-based and pharmaceuticals. Let’s consider them closely.

Energy resources has always played the leading part in the economy of the country. In 2009 Russia was the world’s largest exporter of natural gas and the second largest exporter of oil. Thus it was one of the hardest hit by the 2008-2009 global economic crisis as oil prices plummeted. Only in the second quarter of 2009 the GDP rose by 7.5 per cent indicating the beginning of economic recovery. But the situation shows insufficiency of the economy dependent on the raw materials. That’s why now Russia’s leadership has targeted its efforts at moving away from raw-material based economic growth and paying more attention to oil and gas refining and creating alternative sources of energy.

Another sphere of modernization, nuclear energy, has always been a trump card of Russia. With a total net nuclear energy capacity of more than 20,000 megawatts, the country is the largest producer of nuclear-generated electricity among the three former Soviet republics with operating plants. It provides nearly one third of European uranium needs and is also selling diluted ex-military uranium for civil use through the USA. Now the country is moving steadily forward with plans for much expanded the role of nuclear energy, nearly doubling output by 2020. For this purpose Russia is keen to be involved in various international projects.

The President has put great emphasis on cutting edge information products. Russia is now the world’s third biggest destination for outsourcing software behind India and China. This is caused by a number of factors. One of them is the supporting role of the Russian Government. Numerous attempts to create IT-oriented technology parks (technoparks) and business incubators all over Russia have been made and recently the government has stepped up its efforts to create a high-tech hub in the Moscow suburb of Skolkovo, so-called Russian Silicon Valley. Another factor stimulating the IT sector growth in Russia is the presence of global technology corporations such as Intel, Motorola, Sun Microsystems, Boeing and others, which have intensified their software development activities and opened their R and D centers in Russia.  Thus the country is becoming a full-fledged participant in the global Information Revolution.

One can’t also overestimated the role of domestic pharmacy industry as “we must produce our own medicinal drugs qualitatively and at affordable prices”, says Medvedev. The new Pharma 2020 programme will give local companies more preferences as the government seeks to increase Russian firms’ share of the market up to 50 per cent. Today it is also important for the country to have a good scientific and technological basis for the production of radiopharmaceuticals, many qualified professionals, and a positive experience with the most advanced diagnostic techniques and treatment. Russia still lags behind the global average in broad use of these techniques.

All the above mentioned changes in the Russian economy show that the country’s modernization campaign is about putting it on an innovative technological track. Modernization needs to be rapid and of a high quality, and be attractive for ordinary people and for business. But while there are challenges to face, the Russian economy, with the one of the best educated labour forces in the world and a good share of the world’s energy and mineral recources, is certainly capable of growth in the long term.
Comprehension check

Task 1

Answer the questions to the text

1. How can you characterize the economy of Russia in general?
2. What are top five priorities for Russian economy’s modernization?

3. What does the Russian government pay attention to in the sphere of energy resources?

4. How can you describe the nuclear energy sector of the Russian economy?
5. How is the country trying to become a full-fledged participant in the global Information Revolution?

6. What is the new Pharma 2020 programme about?
Task 2
Say whether the statements are true or false. If they are false correct them.
1. The economy of Russia has become more market-based and globally-integrated.

2. The President of the country has put great emphasis on the creation of high-tech industries and advanced technologies.

3. Ordering “strategic resources” like oil and gas to be put back under partial state control has been very good for business.
4. The Russian economy is dependent mainly on the raw materials.

5. Pharmaceuticals have always played the leading part in the economy of the country.

6. The so-called Russian Silicon Valley is situated in Scolkovo.
          7. Russia is now the world’s biggest destination for outsourcing software.

          8. The global technology corporations  don’t want to open R&D centers in Russia. 

          9. The new Pharma 2020 programme will give local companies more preferences.
Task 3
Complete the sentences using the words from the text.
1. The service-oriented economies of other countries ……….. the Soviet state.
2. After the collapse of the Soviet Union the economy of Russia became ………….. and …………..
3. To boost growth and competitiveness the Russian economy needs active introduction of ….. ….

4. …………    …………..  has always played the leading part in the economy of the country.

5. ………. …………… has always been a trump card of Russia.

6. Russia is selling …….. ……….. for civil use through the USA.

7. A new high-tech …….. was created in the Moscow suburb of Skolkovo.

8. Some global technology corporations have opened their ….. and …… centers in Russia.

9. Nowadays it is very important for the country to produce its own …………  

10. The country’s modernization campaign is about putting it on innovative ……… ……….. 
Focus on grammar

Task 1

Translate the word–combinations into English using the preposition “of” or a possessive case of the noun. 
Экономика России, распад Советского Союза, введение инновационных технологий, президент страны, экспортер природного газа и нефти, начало восстановления экономики, несостоятельность экономики, альтернативные источники энергии, сфера модернизации, роль ядерной энергетики, производство радиофармпрепаратов, доля российских фирм на рынке, кампания по модернизации страны. 

Task 2

Define the tense of the verbs in the sentences of the text.
Task 3
Find the examples of the passive voice in the text. 
Make a correspondence passive sentence to the following ones. 
1. Capitalism in other countries modernized agriculture and industry.
2. Russia provides nearly one third of European uranium needs.
3. The country sells diluted ex-military uranium.

4. The  government has always supported the IT sector.

5. Some global technology corporations opened their R and D centers in Russia.

6. The new Pharma programme will give local companies more preferences.

Focus on writing

Task 1

Divide the text into logical parts. Find the topic sentence of each part. Make up the plan of the text.
Task 2 

Define the main idea of the text and write down the supporting details.

Let’s Talk

Task 1 
Comment on the words of D.A. Medvedev given in the epigraph.
Task 2

Discuss the following information about the Russian economy:

a) Fiscal and monetary policy in Russia has been very disciplined since the 1998 debt crisis.
b) One of the problems of the Russian economy is disproportional economic development of Russia’s own regions. While the huge capital region of Moscow is a bustling, affluent metropolis living on the cutting edge of technology with a per capita income rapidly approaching that of the leading Eurozone economies (the Moscow region contributes one-third of the country’s GDP while having only a tenth of its population), much of the country, especially its indigenous and rural communities in Asia, lags significantly behind. 

 c) For our nation, unlike the high-tech industrial nations in Western Europe, the agricultural sector involves a specific social structure. In the West, 4 per cent of the population is engaged in agriculture, while in Russia that figure is between 33 and 35 percent.

d) Lack of effective law enforcement in many areas of economic activity is a pressing issue in Russia.
e) While every country has had its fair share of wacky gadgets from air-conditioned shirts to a USB-connected coffee warmer, the government is getting concerned Russian innovators are missing a key point. 
f) Russia became the first country to get a national top-level domain among countries that do not use the Roman alphabet.
Task 3

Give a one- or two-minute talk on each of the key issues of the Russian economy. Use the information from the text, the Internet and other supplementary sources.  

Unit 2 
INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS IN RUSSIA
Topical vocabulary
aerospace industry – аэрокосмическая промышленность
aircraft industry – авиационная промышленность
automobile industry – автомобильная промышленность
coal industry – угольная промышленность
consumer durables industry – промышленность, выпускающая товары длительного пользования (мебель, бытовая техника) 
construction industry – строительная промышленность
food industry –пищевая промышленность
feavy industry – тяжелая промышленность
light industry – легкая промышленность
machinery - машиностроение
mining – горная промышленность
nanotechnology - нанотехнология
oil and gas industry – нефтяная и газовая промышленность
retail chain –розничные магазины, принадлежащие одной компании
small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) – предприятия малого и среднего бизнеса
shipbuilding industry – судостроительная промышленность
steel production – производство стали
textile industry – текстильная промышленность
timber industry – лесная промышленность
total output – общий объём (производства)
trade – торговля, торговый
abundant – богатый, изобилующий
domestic (market) – внутренний (рынок) Ant. foreign
joint (venture) – совместное (предприятие)
tough (competition) – жесткое (соперничество) 
to recuperate – восстанавливаться, поправляться
to deny - отрицать
to ensure – обеспечивать, гарантировать
to implement – осуществлять
to inherit - унаследовать
Lexical work
Task 1. 

Find in the text all the sentences (clauses) with the nouns in the word list, write them out, translate them and be ready to reproduce them from memory. Do the same with the verbs and adjectives.

Task 2
Find the names of industries.
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Task 2
Fill in the gaps with the most suitable word from your active vocabulary.
1. The volume of car manufacturing is rising again. It means that Russian …………….. industry is recuperating from the crisis.
2. The government is eager to ……….. many innovative projects.

3. The market is relatively free from ……… competition now.

4. It is estimated that the number of ……….. and ………..-………… ………. can be increased by 50 times in the pharmaceutical industry and bankery sector.
5. Nuclear power plants have recently signed a ……… venture with Toshiba to develop cutting edge power plants.

6. The …………. Industry is now the world’s second largest behind European Ariane 5.

7. The mineral-packed Ural mountains and the …………. oil, gas, coal and timber reserves of Siberia and the Russian Far East make Russia rich in natural resources.

8. The Government must take efficient measures to ………. stability of the country.

9. China is now Russia’s fourth  largest ………..partner.
Task 3  

Translate the sentences into English using the topical vocabulary of the unit.

1. В России развиты следующие отрасли промышленности: нефтяная, газовая, угольная, лесная, пищевая, машиностроительная.
2. В настоящее время необходимо развивать многие секторы внутренней экономики.

3.  Осуществление финансово-бюджетной политики страны направлено на восстановление экономики.
4. Значительно увеличился торговый оборот со странами СНГ.

5. Снижение цен – результат жесткой конкуренции.
6. Россия богата природными ресурсами.

7. Правительство принимает определенные меры чтобы обеспечить развитие предприятий малого и среднего бизнеса.

8. В мире сильно возросла потребность в специалистах по нанотехнологиям.

9.   Нельзя отрицать важность создания совместных предприятий с иностранными компаниями. 
Pre-reading tasks
Task 1

Answer the questions

1. What industries are highly developed in Russia?

2. What companies in Russia can you think of? What do they produce? Are they known in the world?

Do you agree that the problem for innovative Russian companies is that they are playing catch-up with the established brand names?
3. Which countries are the main trade partners of Russia?
Task 2
Read the joke and say why business in Russia began to develop only after the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Definition of political systems

Socialism

If you have two cows, you give one to your neighbour.
Communism

If you have two cows, you give them to the government and the government gives you some milk.
Fascism

If you have two cows, you keep the cows and give the milk to the government: then the government sells you some milk.
Nazism

If you have two cows, the government shoots you and keeps the cows.
Capitalism

If you have two cows, you sell one and buy a bull.
Task 3

Read and translate the following international words and word combinations. Practice their pronunciation:
Business, resource, company, reserve, vertical - vertically, control, image, lead – leader, surprise, negative, base, origin – original, investor, conflict, structure, category, system, start, strategy, problem, limit – limited, multinational.
Reading

Read and translate the text.
Text

Industry and Business in Russia
Today nobody can deny the importance of business for the economic growth of the country and nobody can’t but observe that it’s still a challenge for Russia. But with abundant natural resources and a great number of large business companies it has huge potential for developing of this economic sector. Let’s have a close look at the most significant Russian companies and the industries they represent. 

As Russia is one of the world’s leading producers of oil and gas, holding 13 per cent of world reserves, it is no surprise that there are approximately 170 companies involved in oil and gas development in Russia. Of these, some 11 large vertically integrated companies (including the state-owned Gazprom) extract over 90 per cent of the total output: Bashneft, Gazprom, LUKoil, Rosneft, RuSSneft, Gazpromneft and others. It is worth mentioning that ordering oil and gas as strategic resources to be put back under state control was not considered good for business by foreigners. The political functioning of Gazprom (for example, in the conflict with Ukraine) has a negative influence on its image as a business structure.

Because of the abundance of both iron and coal, Russian steel companies are some of the world’s most profitable. Magnitogorsk Iron and Steel Works posted 1 billion USD in profit for 2008. The original factory was pronounced a “hero factory” of the Soviet Union for the steel it made for Soviet tanks, but today is completely held by private investors. It recently began a new factory in India worth 10 billion USD, and has purchased a plant in Turkey worth about 2 billion USD total.
Besides its resource-based industries, Russia has developed large manufacturing capacities, notably in machinery. It inherited most of the defense industrial base of the Soviet Union, so armaments are the single-largest manufactured goods export category for the country. The most popular types of export weaponry are Sukhoi and MiG fighters, air defense systems, helicopters, battle tanks, armored personnel carriers and infantry fighting vehicles. The industry’s most successful company is the air defense system producer Almaz-Antey followed by aircraft-maker Sukhoi.
     Russia’s automobile industry is recuperating from the crisis. The volume of car manufacturing has started rising again. Every month it is announced that another foreign car manufacturer has announced plans to build a factory in Russia or make a joint venture with a Russian car manufacturer. The Russian government has offered tax breaks to companies that start major assembly lines in Russia. Ford, Renault, Toyota, Volkswagen, KIA, Hyundai, Fiat, and others are already assembled in Russia. Suzuki, Nissan, Peugeot Citroen, Mitsubishi and others are building factories or have announced plans to set up assembly plants in Russia.
A new industry was created in the last 5 years: family shopping. The new Russian consumer is diversified and products for all areas are in great demand. Every Russian city with a population over 500,000 is a target for Russian and international retail chains. But  Russian retail is still in a unique position given the limited number of multinational players on the domestic market. Both India and China are faced with intensifying competition from global entrants such as Wal-Mart, Carrefour and Tesco, of which the latter does not have even a formal presence in Russia. However, several international chains have already expanded their presence in the non-food market, including IKEA, Leroy Merlin, Castorama; and in the food market, Auchan, Metro and Rewe. Russian retail giants such as the Eldorado, Magnit, Euroset, M.Video, Dixi are still among the top 10 Russian retail players.
On the whole it should be noted that businesses in Russia are focused on developing and implementing strategies to ensure their long-term survival in the face of tough competition. They have been on the right track over the last years though there are still many problems to be solved, for example, a highly bureaucratised business environment and high dependence on government regulatory agencies.
Comprehension check
Task 1

What do these numbers refer to?

170; 2008; 10 billions; 11; 170; 1 billion; 13; 500, 000;2 billions.

Task 2
Answer the questions to the text.

1. Why does Russia have a huge potential for developing business?
2. Is Russia the world leader in production of oil and gas?
3. Are strategic resources in Russia under state control?

4. What factory was pronounced a hero factory? 

5. What did Russia inherit from the Soviet Union?

6. What are the most popular types of export weaponry?

7. Which companies are already assembled in Russia?
8. Which industry was created in the last 5 years?

9. What problems do businesses in Russia have?

Task 3
Read these sentences. Being grammatically correct, they do not make sense as their endings have been mixed up. Rearrange the sentences so that they make sense.
1. Russia has developed the crisis.

2. Russia’s automobile industry is recuperating from most of the defense industrial base of the Soviet Union.

3. The country inherited tax breaks to companies that start major assembly lines in Russia.
4. The Russian government has offered large manufacturing capacities, notably in machinery.

5. Businesses in Russia are the single-largest manufactured goods export category for the country.
6. Magnitogorsk plant is completely held by 13 per cent of world reserves.

7. Russia is one of the world’s leading producers of oil and gas, holding private investors.

 8. Armaments are focused on developing and implementing strategies to ensure their long-term survival.

Focus on grammar
Task 1.
Make the nouns plural.

Business, company, structure, industry, category, vehicle, country, factory, plant, strategy, agency, basis, chief, hero.
Task 2.
Fill in the gaps with the verbs in brackets. Put them in the necessary form.  
As heavy industry ………. (to labour) under the crisis – industrial production……….  (to shrunk) 10.8 per cent in 2009 – the government …………(to introduce) a range of programmes to develop Russia’s underfunded small businesses. Virtually every proposal, which used to be getting dusty lying on the shelves for a long time, ………… (to be implemented) by the government fully or partially.

  Small businesses now ……….(to employ) around 11 million people in Russia, and there ………(to be) some 350,000 small businesses in Russia, including 120,00 individual entrepreneurs, but experts ………(to predict) this number will grow in 2010.

“The contraction in the small business sector during the crisis ……….. (not exceed) 3 to 5 per cent, and the segment ……….(to start) growing at the start of 2010,” said Sergei Korotkov, Citybank Russia’s vice-president responsible for SME business. “We expect that by the end 2010 we ……….(to see) an increase up to 1.5 million small companies”.

Russia still ……….. (to lag) behind more developed economies in terms of the number of small businesses, though the government ………(to say) it hopes to bring employment through SMEs closer to the 70 per cent in the United States.  
Focus on writing

Task 1.
Divide the text into logical parts. Find the topic sentence of each part. Make up the plan of the text.
Task 2. 

Define the main idea of the text and write down the supporting details.

Task 3.
Write down a persuasive type of paragraph beginning with the following topic sentence: 

Foreign companies can benefit greatly from starting a business in Russia.

Use the following expressions:
Firstly. Secondly. Thirdly.
First of all.

What is more.

Furthermore.

Because of.

Owing to.

Thus.

To a certain extent.

To the best of my knowledge.

The thing is.

In fact.

Finally.
All in all.

In conclusion.
Let’s talk
Task 1.
Comment on the following facts about industry and business in Russia.
a) Russia controls about 20 percent of the world’s total forested area and has about three times the amount of harvestable forest as the current forest-product leader, Canada. Yet Russia is utilizing only about 25 percent of this potential. The timber industry in Russia is also currently inefficient. An estimated 25 percent of the annual Russian timber harvest is lost to the black market. Most Russian exports are of raw timber, rather than the more valuable paper, pulp, and manufactured goods.
b) The most significant allocations of government funds to innovative sectors in 2010 are: capital injection in Rosatom (53 billion roubles), support of nanotechnology (solar panel project) industry (7 billion roubles) and further development of the Glonass (satellite navigation) system (22 billion roubles0. 
c) The “cash for clunkers” car trade-in scheme which had attracted more than 50,000 people boosted demand for the struggling AvtoVAZ plant in Tolyatti and created more work.
d) Russia languishes in 120th place in terms of ease of doing business and the 106th easiest country to start a new company in according to research group Doing Business. Setting up a business in the US is virtually free and can be done in a day while in Russia entrepreneurs have to wade through a sea of bureaucracy just to get their firm off the ground.

e) The government is now taking measures to cut unnecessary regulations imposed on business, and runs a number of schemes which provide direct assistance or advice to small and medium sized businesses.
         f) Most major agribusiness companies in Russia are run by foreigners. Most are also looking to aggressively expand. 

Black Earth Farming is a Swedish company that recently made considerable noise when it raised more than 115 million dollars from investors for an ambitious expansion. The company now controls about 244,000 hectares (over 1100 square miles) in southern Russia. 

Russian Farms is a Russian group of companies chaired by a dual Russian-American citizen and which is attempting to bring modern machinery, processing, and distribution to Russian agriculture. The firm has recently received media coverage inside Russia when President Putin visited one of its dairy production units. 

Heartland Farms Penza is a British-run business controlling 27,000 hectares in the Volga Region. They are currently seeking additional funds to expand (by perhaps as much as 150,000 hectares) and is currently working on contracts from Pepsi and Heinz. 
g) The targeted financing of nano-technologies out of state budget started back in 2005, when the direction “Industry of Nano-systems and Materials” came up as a priority. However, the dimensions of financing extended to Russian’s nano-developments up till today, constituted only a small percentage in comparison with the leading countries of the world, which led to the country’s largely lagging behind in the market of nano-products.
Task 2.
Discuss with your partner pros and cons of running a business in Russia (one of you thinks that it’s very profitable to start a business in Russia and the other disagrees). Use the following patterns:
To introduce your personal opinion

As I see/view it…

To my mind …

From my point of view …

… if you ask me 
Personally I think that …
In my opinion …
To agree
I agree completely.

I suppose you’re right.

You are correct.

Sure.

To disagree

I’m sorry but I have to disagree.

I’m not sure I can agree.
I may be wrong but…

Really? But I thought…

Unit 3
RUSSIAN CULTURE
Topical vocabulary
achievement - достижение
artist – художник Syn. painter
astheism - атеизм
composer - композитор
contribution - вклад
cordiality – радушие, сердечность
endurance - терпимость
humility - смирение
inhabitant - житель
initiative - инициатива
minority – меньшинство Ant. majority - большинство
network - сеть
opportunity - возможность
responsibility - ответственность
etnnic (group) – этническая группа
notable – выдающийся (человек)
numerous - многочисленный
respected - уважаемый
urban (area) – городской (район) Ant. rural – сельская (местность)
well-known – хорошо известный
to appreciate – высоко ценить
to belong to - принадлежать
to conform to – согласовывать, приводить к соответствию
to consider oneself – считать себя
to dominate - доминировать
to inherit - унаследовать
Lexical work

Task 1.
Decide which expressions from your topical vocabulary you might need to speak on the following topics. Cluster the expressions around the topic bubbles and then make you own sentences with them.
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Task 2
Make the following adjectives negative by adding correct prefixes and translate them.

Possible, official, social, usual, economic, respectful, enthusiastic, trusted, important, personal, famous. 

Task 3. 

Find in the text all the sentences (clauses) with the nouns in the word list, write them out, translate them and be ready to reproduce them from memory. Do the same with the verbs and adjectives.

Task 4.
Unscramble the words in brackets to complete the sentences.

1. Russian people ………….. (papereciat) the deed of their ancestors in the Great Patriotic War.

2. The films ……….. (lebogn) to a rich comic tradition.

3. The book is …………. (botalen) for its striking illustrations.

4.  Aeroflot is …………. (lelw-knonw) for its motto “we don’t smile because we are serious about making you happy”.

5. Finding Antarctica in 1820 was a great ………. (cahinevetem) of Russian explorers.

6. Galina Vishnevskaya is ………….. (nicosdedre) one of the best opera singers of the world.

7. For centuries, Russian people lived mostly in ……… (lurra) areas and  used to go to folk healers called znakhars.

8. Ivan Petrovich Pavlovis is …………… (depectser) all over the world for his great ………… (toncrinutiob) to world natural science.

9. ……….. (jamotiry) of visitors at the Russian aerospace show MAKS were impressed with the stunts performed by the Russian fighter jets.

Pre-reading tasks

Task 1.
Answer the questions below:

1. What ethnic groups inhabit your country?

2. What world religions do you know? Which of them exist in your country?

3. What does the word “culture” mean to you? What comes to your mind when you hear the notion “Russian culture”?

4. Do you know the attitude of other nations to Russian culture?

Task 2. 

Read and translate the following international words and word combinations. Practise their pronunciation:

To characterize – characteristics, culture, sphere, Slavic, social, intellectual, sphere, to focus, official, individual, ethnic, Republic, complex, territory – territorial, to dominate – domination, result, orthodox, religion, Christians, enthusiastic, harmony,  medicine, technology, extreme – extremely, icon, group, representation, collection, totalitarianism, initiative, compromise, discussion, effect, risk.. 

Reading

Read and translate the text.
Russian Culture

You can’t understand Russia by your mind.
Is it possible to characterize the culture of the largest country in the world which has such a long history and deep roots? In order to do it we need to focus on the main achievements of Russian society in the social, intellectual, artistic and spiritual spheres.
The Russian language belongs to the Slavic group of languages and is the official language in Russia. Non-Russians also usually speak Russian, especially in urban areas. Rural minorities more often speak their own languages at home or within. For example, Tartars speak Tartar, Chuvashes speak Chuvash and Udmurts speak Udmurt. These individual languages are only taught at schools in areas where the ethnic group is prominent. In the Soviet Union Russian language was the main language to connect Republics of the former Soviet Union to each other and establish the united territorial – economic complex. As a result Russian is widely spoken outside Russia itself. In Uzbekistan people speak Russian mainly in the cities while Uzbek language is dominated in rural areas. 
As for religion, the majority of Russians consider themselves Christians and belong to the Russian Orthodox Church. It’s a great achievement for the country where astheism was the official state religion for more than 70 years. Churches other than the Russian Orthodox are scarce in rural areas, but nearly every major religion and many Christian churches have members in cities. Some Tartars and Bashkirs are Muslim, and some Tuvinians and Buryats are Buddist. Even the people who don’t follow all the rules of the church are surely very enthusiastic about celebrating the Christian holidays, e. g. Christmas and Easter, and appreciate Christian values, such as endurance, humility, cordiality, respect to the elderly people, eagerness to help and others. It should be emphasized that friendship is extremely important in Russia. Russians are open-hearted with trusted friends. They rely on their network of friends in hard times and will go to great lengths to help friends whenever possible.
Foreigners often speak about “the mysterious Russian soul” and its’ numerous differences from European one but they can’t deny Russian contributions to world literature, art, science, technology and medicine. The famous Russian tradition of icon painting was inherited  from Byzantium where it began as an offshoot of the mosaic and fresco tradition of early Byzantine churches. The icons by the most notable Russian painter of that time, Andrey Rublyov, are not about the representation of physical space or appearance. They are more concerned with conveying meditative harmony. The best collections of paintings by the famous Russian artists Vasnetsov, Repin, Aivazovsky and others are to be found in the Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow and the Russian Museum of Fine Arts in Saint Petersburgh. Literature wouldn’t be the same without Pushkin, Lermontov, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky and others. The greatest Russian composers are Musorgsky, Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov, Prokofiev, Shostakovich. A great number of other talented Russian people are well-known, well-loved and respected all over the world.
In conclusion it must be highlighted that Russia’s long history of totalitarianism has denied its inhabitants opportunities to make their own decisions, whether ruled by a Tsar or the Communist Party. Personal initiative, personal responsibility, and the desire to work independently were surpressed by the state, and one was expected to conform to official opinion and behavior. And currently Russians, especially in the younger generation, are eagerly taking advantage of the open environment. Indeed, Russians are learning the value of discussion and compromise, personal creativity, and risk-taking. And this will surely have an effect and lead Russia to the family of the most –developed countries in the world.
Comprehension check

Task 1.
Study the text and write out the English equivalents to the following words and expressions.

Сосредоточиться на главных достижениях; охарактеризовать культуру; объединенный территориально-экономический комплекс; преобладать в сельской местности; редкий; уважение к старшим; желание помогать; необходимо отметить; отзывчивый; полагаться на «цепочку» друзей; ответвление; представление физического пространства; создание гармонии созерцания; согласиться с общепринятым мнением; в настоящее время.
Task 2.
Put down 10 questions to the text. Stand in 2 lines facing each other. Students from one line ask the students in front of them the prepared questions until the teacher stops them. Then students take turns.
Task 3.
Complete the sentences using the information from the text.

1. In order to characterize Russian culture we need …………..
2. Russian language is ………..

3. The Russian language was ………..

4. A great achievement for the country ……………

5. Russians rely on …………..

6. Foreigners can’t deny …………….

7. The icons by Rublyov are …………
8. The best collections of paintings……….

9. Currently Russians ………………

Focus on grammar

Task 1.
In most lines of the following dialogue there is one unnecessary word. Write down every unnecessary in the space provided (see 00) or put a tick (() if the line is correct (see 0). Explain your choice.
	0 (
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2……
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A Treasure House of Russian Art

Irina: Come and look! This painting is worth seeing.                           
It looks like there is been a lamp hidden behind the canvas, doesn’t it? 

Lena: Yes. It’s called “Moonlit Night on the Dnieper “ by from Arkhip Kuindzhi. How amazing! The centre is highlighted to show the rays of the moon. Did you know that he was painted at different times of the day to the experiment with the effects of light?

Irina: He’s a great painter! Indeed, he is probably one of the best Russian landscape artists.

Lena: Right. Let’s go and to see Aivazovsky’s paintings. I’ve read he was the only Russian seascape painter. He captured the vastness of the sea very much well.
Irina: Exactly. This one’s was called “The Ninth Wave”. Here the artist masterfully shows the beauty of a stormy sea.

Lena: It’s wonderful! Aivazovsky was really the able to show of the character of the sea in his work . 

Focus on writing

Task 1.
Divide the text into logical parts. Find the topic sentence of each part. Make up the plan of the text.
Task 2. 

Define the main idea of the text and write down the supporting details.

Task 3.
Find information about 2 famous people of Russia (political figures, scientists, actors, etc.). Using the topic sentence provided and the information you have found, write a paragraph which follows the comparison pattern.
Despite some differences between X and Y, there are striking similarities between the two people.
Use the following connecting words and phrases to create a cohesive and unified piece of writing.
Also, in the same way, likewise, similarly, both, as well as, 
Let’s Talk
Task 1.
How do you understand the epigraph to the text? Can you name the author of these words in Russian?
Task 2.
Comment on the following words of 

- Oscar Wilde: “Nothing is impossible in Russia but reform”.

- Condoleeza Rice: “Punish France, ignore Germany and forgive Russia.” 
Task 3.
Discuss your favourite artists and their works with your partner. (See the dialogue in the previous section.) Use the following phrases:

Showing attention, understanding or agreement

I see.

Exactly.

Yes.

Showing surprise
Right.

Um-hmm.    

Really?

Oh no!

No kidding!
That’s/How amazing!/surprising!/incredible!

Changing the subject

Which remind me…

Come to think of it…

By the way,…

Task 4.
Speak about Russians as cinema- and theatre-lovers. Do you often go to the theatre?

Task 5.
Read the two verses of poetry and guess who wrote them in Russian.
I just recall this wondrous instant;

You have arrived before my face – 

A vision, fleeting in a distance,

A spirit of the pure grace.

***

            The storm wind covers the sky

          Whirling the fleece snow drifts,

         Now it howls like a wolf,

         Now it is crying, like a lost child.  

Tell about your favourite Russian poets or writers.
Task 6.
Since 1901 Russia has received only 19 Nobel Prizes. Can you give reasons for this? Name some of the Russian Nobel Prize Winners.
Unit 4
MY NATIVE TOWN KOMSOMOLSK-ON-AMUR
Topical vocabulary

bank - берег
citizen - горожанин
courage – смелость, мужество
first-builder - первостроитель
furnitury factory – мебельная фабрика

Museum of Local Studies – краеведческий музей

monument - памятник
oil refinery – нефтеперегонный завод

performance – театральное представление
place of interest - достопримечательность
population - население
palace of culture – дворец культуры
railway station – железнодорожный вокзал
river port – речной порт
saw mills – лесопильный завод
vocational school – профессионально-техническое училище
amateur - любительский
magnificent - величественный
picturesque – живописный
to attract - привлекать
to be devoted to – быть посвященным ч.-л.
to be founded – быть основанным Syn. to be established
to get acquainted with - знакомиться
to initiate – начать, приступать  
to be situated – находиться, располагаться

Lexical work

Task 1. 

Find in the text all the sentences (clauses) with the nouns in the word list, write them out, translate them and be ready to reproduce them from memory. Do the same with the verbs and adjectives.

Task 2. Bubbles.

Find pairs of words or word combinations, which form meaningful expressions and use them in the sentences of your own.
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Task 3.
Fill in the gaps with the words from the table. One doesn’t fit here.

construction    devoted        picturesque   machine-building    founded      enterprises        places of interest      population       amateur         get acquainted             
1. Khabarovsk was ………… in 1858.

2. There are many industrial ………… in Komsomolsk.

3. In the war period the ……..….plant was put into operation in Komsomolsk.

4. The ……….. of the city is about 300, 000 people.

5.  The ……….. theatre of Komsomolsk is called KNAM.

6. All the tourists enjoy ……… in Komsomolsk.

7. In the Museum of Local Studies one can ………….. with the city’s history.

8. Many monuments around the country are ……..….. to the famous spacemen Gagarin in Ryumin.

9. The ………. nature of the Far East with the magnificent view of the Amur river adds beauty to our city.
Pre-reading tasks

Task 1.
Answer the questions:

1. What do you know about the history of Komsomolsk?

2. What places of interest in Komsomolsk would you show to a foreign guest?

3. What kind of centre is Komsomolsk? Complete the following spiderdiagram.
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Task 2.
Scan the text to find all the names. Arrange the words into 2 columns: one will be for the names with the definite article, the other for the names with the “zero” article. Try to remember them. 
Reading

Read and translate the text.
My native town Komsomolsk-on-Amur

Komsomolsk-on-Amur is the second largest city in the Khabarovsk Territory and one of the most important industrial centres in the Russian Far East. Its population is about 300,000 people.  
Komsomolsk was founded in 1932, on the left bank of the Amur river, on the site of the old Russian village of Permskoye. It started as an industrial centre. Nowadays its industry is an important regional factor. The city produces 40 per cent of all the industrial output for the Khabarovsk Territory. There are many manufacturing enterprises including a shipbuilding plant, an aircraft-building plant, a machine-building plant, a metallurgical plant, an oil refinery, saw mills, a furnitury factory and a construction materials plant. They initiate programs for new production targeted at both domestic and foreign markets.

Komsomolsk is also a great transport centre in the Russian Far East. There are a lot of bus routes and tram lines, a river port, an airport, a bus station and a railway station.

Being a significant cultural city Komsomolsk attracts people from different parts of the country. It has many educational establishments, such as Komsomolsk-on-Amur State Technical University and Amur State University of Humanities and Pedagogics, some technical schools and colleges, many vocational and secondary schools. Different clubs, cinemas, libraries, palaces of culture are very popular with the citizens. One can enjoy the performances at professionals and amateur theatres, such as the Drama Theatre, the Theatre “KNAM”, the Theatre for Children. The city has 2 museums: the Museum of Local Studies, where you can get acquainted with the history of our region, and the Museum of Arts, which is famous not only for its exhibitions, but also for the School of Arts for children.
Komsomolsk is an order-bearing city. It was awarded with 2 orders: the Order of the Great October Socialist Revolution for heroism and courage of the first-builders and the Order of Lenin for great achievements in industry. 

Many places of interest in Komsomolsk symbolize courage of its first-builders: the Monument to the first-builders on the bank of the Amur, the Memorial Stone on the place of their landing, the sculptural group “To the Komsomol members of the 30-s”. One can also see a great war memorial on the river embankment – the Memorial Complex to the heroes of the Great Patriotic War. Some monuments are devoted to the famous people of our country. These are monuments to Lenin, to Kirov, to Gagarin, to Kalinin, to Ostrovsky and a bronze bust of  Ryumin.

The picturesque nature of the Far East with the magnifecent view of the Amur river adds beauty to our city.
Comprehension Check    
Task 1.

Answer the questions to the text.

1. When was Komsomolsk founded?

2. What enterprises are there from Komsomolsk?

3. Can you prove that Komsomolsk is a great transport centre?

4. What is the population of the city?

5. What orders was our city awarded with?

6. Are there any educational establishments in the city?

7. Can you prove that Komsomolsk is a cultural centre?

8. How many museums are there in Komsomolsk?

9. What memorials and monuments do you know in the city?

Task 2.

Say whether the statements are true or false.

1. Komsomolsk-on-Amur was founded in 1939.
2. It started as an industrial centre.

3. There is a shipbuilding plant, an aircraft-building plant, a machine-building plant, a metallurgical plant, an oil refinery, saw mills, a furnitury factory and a construction materials plant in Komsomolsk.
4. The city was awarded with 3 orders.

5. The programs of the enterprises are targeted only at domestic market.

6. The city produces 40 per cent of all the industrial output of the Khabarovsk Territory.

7. There are no tram lines in the city.

8. We can’t name our city a cultural centre as there are no theatres and museums.

9. Many places of interest in Komsomolsk symbolize courage and heroism of its first-builders.

Focus on Grammar
Translate the sentences using the modal verbs must, can, could, should, shall, цщгдвl, may. Explain your choice of the modal verb.
1. В краеведческом музее вы можете познакомиться с историей нашего региона.

2. Обязательно посетите театр «КНАМ». Он известен своими оригинальными постановками.
3. Я могла бы часами гулять по берегу Амура, наслаждаясь красивейшей природой Дальнего Востока.

4. Если хотите хорошо провести вечер, вам следует посетить Драматический театр нашего города.

5. Вы можете говорить в аэропорту по-английски. Вас поймут. 

6. Вам показать дорогу к набережной?
7. Мы, бывало, часто посещали концерты во дворцах культуры.
Focus on Writing
Task 1. 

Make up the plan of the text.

Task 2.

Using the topic sentence provided and the information from the text, write a listing type of paragraph. 
Topic sentence: Komsomolsk-on-Amur has a variety of places of interest.

Make use of some of the following connecting words and phrases to create a cohesive and unified piece of writing: many, a few, several, one, another, also, too, as well, for example, for instance.

Let’s Talk

Task 1.

Tell  about your native city.
Task 2.

Make up a presentation about the Russian Federation using the information from all the units. 
The Russian economy
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